
Volume 23 Issue 1 April 2019 

www.SHFD.net 

Emergency 
 
Dial 9-1-1 

 
Remain calm. Give location, name and type of 
emergency cleary. Always let the telecommuni-
cator hang up first.  
 
Non-Emergency (Dispatch)…..234-2233  
Administrative (Firehouse)…...397-1995 

Published for the Residents of the Signal Hill Fire Protection District 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organ donors are wanted and 
needed worldwide just as the post-
er shows.  More important to us, a 
donor is needed right here, right 
now!   
 

See page 4 for more details. 

Two long serving 
members of the Fire 
Department and Fire 
District were recent-
ly honored for their 
years of service.  
Page 5 highlights 
their awards, and awards presented to 
other Fire Department members. 

New Illinois Smoke Detector Law 
 

In 2018, the Illinois Legislature passed a law re-
quiring that battery operated smoke detectors 
must have a 10 year battery.  This law goes into 
effect January 1, 2023.  Smoke detectors not 
working are a major factor in the number of fire 
fatalities in Illinois.  Having working smoke de-
tectors alerts occupants to the presence of smoke 
and can provide time for es-
cape.  If your detector is 10 
years old or older, make a plan 
now to replace the detector.  
Provide your family with worry
-free safety by replacing your 
detector today.  
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A Message from the Chief 
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Are you the missing piece of the puzzle? 

Ever wonder if you are the missing piece?  Ever wonder how you can help? 
  

We may just have the answer for you! 
 

The Signal Hill Fire Department is looking for energetic individuals to serve 
the residents and visitors of the Signal Hill Fire District. 

 
Requirements include: 
• Live in or within 1 1/2 miles of the Fire District 
• Must be at least 18 years old 
• Must have valid drivers license 
• Must be able to pass background check 
 
You can apply by stopping by the firehouse and picking up an application, or 
you can visit our website at www.shfd.net, download the application and bring 
it to the firehouse.  For more information, call (618)397-1995 today! 
 
 

Are you this piece ? 
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Firefighters are always ready to help others in need. Now it is time 
to ask for help for a member of the fire department. Michelle Hud-
son served as a firefighter for 10 years before being diagnosed with 
polycystic kidney disease. She has reached the stage where she will 

start dialysis and is in need of a kid-
ney transplant. Signal Hill Firefight-
ers want to find someone who is 
willing to help with a kidney dona-
tion. The donor must have Type O 
blood. If there is anyone willing to 
be tested, insurance is in place to 
cover the cost of testing and trans-
plant for the donor.  
 

When asked what it would mean to 
find a donor, Shelly replied: "I know it is a very difficult thing to 
consider giving up a part of your anatomy. If anyone is willing to 
be tested, I appreciate the selflessness of the act and truly appreci-
ate the kind consideration."  
 

This is a hard thing to ask for, and it is hard for firefighters to ask.  
If you personally knew Shelly, you would know she would be first 
in line to help someone else if she could, and still helps around the 
firehouse however she can.   
 

You can call the firehouse and we will put in you in touch with 
Shelly, or you can call the donor department 
at Washington University School of Medicine  
at 314-362-5365, option 4. 
 

Please, think about helping or pass on 
the information.  

  
Help us find a kidney for Shelley 

HELP NEEDED ! 
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At the Fire Department Annual Appreciation Dinner on February 23rd, Signal Hill Vol-
unteer Firefighters and Associate Members were recognized for their dedication and 
service to improve the quality of life in our community. 
 
 

Years of Service pins were presented to the following: 
Volunteer Firefighter Scott Bierma—1 Year 
Volunteer Firefighter Jeremy Miller—1 Year 
Volunteer Firefighter Kurt Engel— 5 Years 
District Trustee Paul Slocomb—5 Years 
Associate Member Pat Keefe—20 Years 
Associate Member Mary Mundy—25 Years 
Associate Member Gayle Schmisseur—60 Years 

Longtime Members Recognized for their Service 
 
At a time when most people keep a paying job for five to seven years, it is hard to imagine 
that someone can volunteer their time for thirty one and even sixty years.  Yet it has hap-
pened!  Special recognition was given to Associate Member Gayle Schmisseur and District 
Trustee Paul Sander at this years appreciation dinner. 
 
Gayle has served the department for sixty years.  Joining the department when he was twenty 

three years old, Gayle has dedicated countless 
hours to fighting fires in his younger days, run-
ning the department as Fire Chief for number of 
years, and helping to oversee the administration 
by serving on the Board of Directors.  Gayle al-
so provided a lot of fun for years by serving as 
the chairman of the Signal Hill Firefighters Pic-
nic.  Today, Gayle still responds to the firehouse 
for calls and tracks the times for the trucks.  
Thank You Gayle for your time and dedication 
which is unmatched by anyone else with the de-
partment. 
 
Since 1987, Paul Sander has served the Fire Dis-
trict as a trustee.  Responsible for the overall ad-

ministration of the Fire District including the funding required to run the operation, Paul has 
been a steward for the District residents.  Paul had to make some tough and not necessarily 
popular decisions during his tenure.  His dedication for the safety and betterment of the com-
munity in the end is what he stood by and he is credited with helping to make the Fire Dis-
trict what it is today.  Paul has announced that he is retiring as a Fire District Trustee.  His 
guidance and stewardship will certainly be missed.  Thank You Paul for serving the Fire Dis-
trict for thirty one years.  We wish you and Sylvia the best as you enjoy retirement! 

(Pictured left to right: Association President Alan Render, 
Trustee Paul Sander, Associate Member Gayle Schmissuer, 
and Fire Chief Tom Elliff) 
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2018 BY THE NUMBERS 
 

Signal Hill Volunteer Firefighters recorded more than 1500 hours of continuing education 
and training, and over 800 hours associated with 195 incident responses last year. 
 
The incident response breakdown for 2018 is listed below.  These numbers include mutual 
aid provided to neighboring departments: 
 
 Building Fires—11   
 Brush/Grass/Trash Fires—10 
 Extrication—4     
 Power Lines Down—8   
 Service Calls / Standbys—19  
 Good Intent—20 
 False Alarms—31    
 Lightning Strike—1  
 Vehicle Fires—4    
 Rescue/EMS Assist—12 
 Hazardous Conditions—58  
 Good Intent—25  

Civilian Medal of Valor Awarded 
On October 4, 2018, Signal Hill Firefighters were teaching fire prevention skills to the 
students at Signal Hill School.  Little did we know that on the other side of our district, 
three persons were making the decision of a lifetime.  A resident left food cooking on 
the stove which caught on fire an started to spread.  Lindsay Vollmer, Matt Vollmer and 
Pastor Andy Black who all work at St. Matthew United Methodist Church were passing 
by the house and saw the smoke.  They stopped, called 911, and then entered the house 
after they heard someone still inside.   
 
If not for their actions, the outcome of this incident would certainly had a different out-
come, most likely very tragic.  The resident was transported to the hospital for treat-

ment of smoke inhalation and was released later 
that evening. 
 
At the worship service at St. Matthew Church 
on October 21st, the Signal Hill Fire Depart-
ment was honored to present the Civilian Medal 
of Valor to Lindsay, Matt, and Andy.   
 

Thank You for getting involved !  
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Safety Tip 



NONPROFIT ORG. 
CARRIER ROUTE 

PRESORT 

PAID 
Belleville, Illinois 
PERMIT NO. 880 

Signal Hill 
Fire Department 
329 Hazel Avenue 
Belleville, Illinois  62223 
 

To Report a Fire Dial 9-1-1 

 
 

Follow these simple tips to help you and those 
you love stay fire safe this summer. 

 
♦ Attend public fireworks displays and leave the 

lighting to the professionals 
 
♦ Enjoy outdoor celebrations and cookouts, but 

remember to keep a 3-foot “safe zone” around 
grills and campfires 

 
♦ Build campfires at least 15 feet away from tent 

walls, shrubs, and other things that burn. 


